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Acknowledgement of Country

ANROWS acknowledges the Traditional 
Owners of the land across Australia on 
which we live and work. We pay our 
respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders past and present. We value 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories, cultures and knowledge. We 
are committed to standing and working 
with First Nations peoples, honouring 
the truths set out in the Warawarni-gu 
Guma Statement.
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Welcome

Our guiding principles: 

We are grounded in …

Integrity

We act with honesty, commitment, accountability and 
responsibility.

Compassion

We strive to be kind, embrace the perspectives of others 
and create emotional safety.

We prioritise …

Diversity and intersectionality

We foster a diverse environment where everyone feels a 
sense of belonging and strengths are valued. 

Cultural safety

We reflect on our own privilege and power and use it to 
amplify voices to achieve equity wherever there is a power 
imbalance.

Wellbeing

We uphold an ethic of care that recognises the impact 
of trauma by contributing to a supportive and healthy 
workplace that is meaningful for every individual.

Our vision: 

Build the evidence base that supports ending violence against women and children in Australia.

Our mission: 

Be the authoritative voice to create and communicate high-quality evidence through targeted 
research, evaluation and relationships. 
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We act with …

Collaboration

We collaborate with curiosity and openness. We seek to create an 
environment that welcomes vulnerability using an inclusive and 
consultative approach to decision-making. 

Curiosity

We are committed to listening deeply, continuous learning, being open 
and reflective.

Open communication

We cultivate an environment of constructive, transparent and respectful 
dialogue.  

Our statement of allyship: 

This year, Australia faces a pivotal 
moment in our history. An invitation 
has been extended. It is an invitation 

we accept. ANROWS proudly 
supports the Voice to Parliament. 
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Our leadership
Chair report

It has been a privilege to be the Chair of the 
ANROWS Board this last year, with several notable 
developments in the sector, not least the launch of 
the National Plan to End Violence against Women and 
Children 2022–2032, the First Action Plan 2023–2027, 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Action Plan 
2023–2025 and the Outcomes Framework 2023–2032. 

Violence against women remains one of the most 
disturbing and intractable issues in our country. 
Women continue to be murdered, assaulted and 
abused at alarming rates. Gender equality is far 
from where it should be in this country. If we are 
to ever end violence against women and children 
in one generation, then we must build the evidence 
base; we must continue to influence policy- and 
decision-makers in this country to make real and 
lasting change. This year ANROWS released the 
2021 National Community Attitudes towards 
Violence against Women Survey (NCAS), which 
revealed that we have a long way to go as a country 
if we are to ever end violence against women and 
gender inequality. This is why the work of ANROWS 
is so timely and so critical. 

ANROWS is currently embarking on the 
development of its third Australian National 
Research Agenda (ANRA). For the first time in 
setting the ANRA, ANROWS has engaged people 
with lived experience of family and sexual violence, 
drawing on their expertise through a co-design 
process to set research priorities going forward. 
The ANRA will identify where we need to focus our 
research efforts if we are to end violence against 
women and children. 

It is pleasing that the ANROWS Evidence Portal is 
currently in process and was launched in September 
2023. It is a living, online resource that allows users 
to easily find curated information about what might 
work to end violence against women. This new 
portal – the first of its kind in Australia – consists of 
intervention finder and reviews and evidence and 
gap maps, which will tell us where there are gaps in 
the evidence and what interventions might work in 
ending violence. 

One of the most important developments at 
ANROWS over the course of the last year, has 
been the commencement of the Strengthening 
Relationships with First Nations Researchers. 
This has been chaired by Dawn Bessarab, of Bard 
and Yjyndjarbandi descent, and ANROWS Board 
member. It has been a privilege for ANROWS 
to be invited into this space to hear from First 
Nations researchers and communities, to ensure 
that we together create and translate meaningful, 
community-led research into impactful change. 
While some of these conversations may be hard, 
we are committed to listening, hearing and acting, 
and enabling a culturally safe environment for 
Aboriginal-led research.  

As I write this, Australia is engaged in a national 
conversation on the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart and the referendum to recognise Australia’s 
First Nations people in our constitution. The 
ANROWS Board and management team has had the 
privilege of listening and discussing this invitation 
with the many First Nations people deeply involved 
in ANROWS work.  

7 Annual Report 2022–23

Our leadership



I am proud that having received 
endorsement from First Nations 
researchers and First Nations Board 
members, we have confirmed that 
we say Yes to the Voice to Parliament. 
Our statement can be found on 
page 5.

I want to thank and commend 
the work of Padma Raman PSM, 
ANROWS CEO, the leadership 
team and staff, who have made an 
extraordinary contribution to ending 
family, domestic and sexual violence. 
It has also been another year of 
strong collegiate involvement of 
the ANROWS Board, and I thank all 
Directors for their contributions and 
governance of our organisation.

Sam Mostyn

Chair, ANROWS Board 
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CEO report

Alongside the National Plan, ANROWS has also 
embarked upon a new strategic plan. A new 
strategic plan has set the course for ANROWS to 
achieve its responsibilities under the National 
Plan. To achieve our strategic priorities we are 
working on strengthening our relationships with 
stakeholders to ensure the research and work we 
do is meaningful and impactful for all communities 
across Australia. 

Together, with our Board members, we have 
brought together First Nations researchers to 
guide ANROWS in its work with First Nations 
communities, ensuring First Nations knowledge 
is centred in all research. ANROWS is committed 
to data sovereignty, such that all First Nations 
research is led by First Nations researchers. This 
group also endorsed ANROWS in our support for 
the upcoming Voice to Parliament referendum to 
be held later in 2023. 

We thank the Department of Social Services for 
their ongoing support and funding of ANROWS, so 
we can continue our work in this very important 
space. We look forward to the year ahead, with the 
release of the Australian National Research Agenda 
(ANRA). I would also like to thank the ANROWS 
leadership team and staff for all their hard work in 
making this a great year. 

Padma Raman PSM

Chief Exectuive Officer

Over the last few years there has been significant 
movement in the family, domestic and sexual 
violence space. This last year has been no different, 
with the launch of the new National Plan to End 
Violence against Women and Children 2022–2032 
(the National Plan). This is a bold, new vision to 
end, not just reduce, violence against women and 
to recognise children as victim-survivors in their 
own right. It has been a privilege to lead ANROWS 
during this time and to embed ANROWS firmly in 
the National Plan, so that we can continue to build 
the evidence base to end violence against women 
and children.

This year Australia also welcomed the first 
ever Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence  
Commissioner, Micaela Cronin. Together the 
Commissioner and ANROWS have begun to 
collaborate and find opportunities to bring together 
the women’s sector to work to end violence 
collectively.

This year also saw the release of the National 
Community Attitudes towards Violence against 
Women Survey (NCAS), the longest running 
community attitudes survey in the world. The 
NCAS allows us to reflect upon the attitudes of 
the Australian community and examine where 
we have improved as a nation and where there is 
work still to be done. Following a successful launch 
in the Australian Parliament with the Minister for 
Social Services and the Assistant Minister for Social 
Services and for the Prevention of Family Violence, 
the NCAS has been widely disseminated across the 
country and has sparked a national conversation.   
ANROWS looks forward to travelling to the states 
and territories around Australia to speak with 
communities about the NCAS and why attitudes 
matter. 
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Reflecting on a decade

Aim of ANROWS funded research

Types of Violence1

1	 This pie chart represents IPV and SV as the focus of the 
research reports and includes SV in the context of an 
intimate relationship. It intentionally does not include 
DFV in order to focus on adults. It therefore does not 
include children and young people using harmful sexual 
behaviours.

As ANROWS marks 10 years as Australia’s national 
research organisation tasked with building the 
evidence base to end violence against women and 
children, there is much for us to reflect on. Always in 
this work we must come together, share knowledge, 
reflect on what we are learning and harness the 
strength of our work. While we celebrate the 
progress that we have made as an organisation in 
our first 10 years, we must also ask ourselves, “Have 
we done enough?” ANROWS’s 10-year milestone 
provides us with the opportunity to pause, take 
note of our achievements and understand where 
we need to improve – not just in terms of the work 
we do but also in how we do it.  

As an initiative of the first National Plan to Reduce 
Violence against Women and their Children 2010–2022 
(the National Plan), the task entrusted to ANROWS 
10 years ago was not one that was taken lightly. An 
enormous amount of work has been undertaken 
to meet our commitments under the inaugural 
National Plan, and our work has already begun 
under the second National Plan to End Violence 
against Women and Children 2022–2032. Some of 
ANROWS’s significant achievements in research 
and knowledge translation over the last 10 years 
are summarised below. 

To address 
data gaps

To understand

To evaluate

24%

61%

6%

70%

30%

Intimate 
partner violence

Sexual violence

published research reports110
evaluations and action 
research projects20
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Aim of research 2015–20222 
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Aim 7: To address methodological and measurement gaps for DFV and/or SV

Aim 6: To evaluate DFSV prevention interventions

Aim 5: To evaluate DFV and/or SV system interventions

Aim 4: To evaluate DFV and/or SV related interventions for victims and survivors and/or people who use DFSV

Aim 3: To understand systems that respond to DFV and/or SV and their impact on victims and survivors and/or 
people who use DFSV

Aim 2: To understand community attitudes to violence against women and/or gender equality

Aim 1: To understand DFV and SV in its multiple forms

20222021202020192018201720162015

2	 This represents publication date of research reports from projects that began in 2014, as well as reports that were in the publication process in 
December 2022 but were published early 2023.
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Looking back: A review of ANROWS’s 
published research

From ANROWS ś first publication in 2014 to 
December 2022, the organisation has seen 
the production of 110 research reports and 20 
evaluations. During the development of the 
Australian National Research Agenda 2023–2028 
(ANRA), members of the research team reviewed 
these reports to determine the extent to which 
ANROWS research has:

	• focused on understanding domestic and 
family violence (DFV) and sexual violence (SV) in 
all its forms, the systems that respond to DFSV 
and the impact on victim-survivors and people 
who use DFSV, and community attitudes to 
DFSV and gender equality

	• evaluated the effectiveness of interventions 
that aim to prevent violence, intervene early 
and respond to victim-survivors and people 
who use DFSV, and the effectiveness of 
interventions that focus on changes to systems 
(for example, legislative changes)

	• addressed methodological and measurement 
gaps.

The review also sought to identify: 

	• the proportion of research that has focused 
on the general Australian community versus 
specific demographic groups 

	• the predominant methods used

	• the systems that have been the most and 
least explored and/or evaluated in ANROWS 
research.

For each report, the researchers identified the 
study’s methods, type of data analysis, aim of the 
research, primary population of interest, service 
systems, and jurisdiction/s where the research was 
undertaken. Data analysis was undertaken using 
Excel and evidence and gap maps (EGMs or bubble 
maps) were prepared. The results from this review 
have subsequently informed the development 
of ANROWS’s work within the ANRA in helping 
ANROWS determine where research gaps remain. 
The main focus of ANROWS funded research has 
been intimate partner violence (IPV; n=81), though 
some reports did focus on violence against women 
and children more broadly (n=5). Half (51%) of the 
reports focused on the general population and 
did not target specific demographics or priority 
populations, and 27 per cent (n=30) had a children 
and young people focus either as victim-survivors 
of DFV or as using violence. One third (34%) of the 
reports did include a focus on perpetrators of IPV 
and SV. Almost two thirds (62%) of the reports 
involved service providers and/or policymakers 
working with victim-survivors and/or people who 
use violence in their research. About half of the 
reports (52%) aimed to understand systems that 
respond to DFV and SV and their impact on victim-
survivors and people who use violence, with legal, 
DFV and whole-of-system responses receiving 
the most focus. Almost one quarter (23%) aimed 
to evaluate domestic, family and sexual violence 
(DFSV) related interventions. Almost a third of 
reports (29%) aimed to understand impacts, 
prevalence, causes and risk factors of DFV and/or 
SV. 

12 Annual Report 2022–2023

Reflecting on a decade



Evidence and gap map: Aim of ANROWS’s published research – categorised by 
demographic group3

3	 Larger dots on these maps represent areas where there has been a greater ANROWS investment in research. Where there is no 
dot there has been no investment in research.

What is an evidence and gap map? 

Evidence and gap maps (EGMs) provide a visual overview of the available evidence and 
highlight gaps in the knowledge base. They can be interactive resources which answer 
the question, “What interventions do we know about?”

Pregnant  
women
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measurement gaps

To understand 
violence against 
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To evaluate violence 
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Research aim

De
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ph
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Note: “Other” includes people who use alcohol and other 
drugs, mothers and the judiciary/legal community.
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Evidence and gap map: System– categorised by demographic focus of research4

4	 This EGM shows the five demographics with the highest number of reports outside of the reports that focused on the general 
population.
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Young people
 (under 25)

LGBTQ and 
intersex

People with
 a disability

CALD 

Aboriginal
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 Strait Islander

Legal/criminal 
justice system

Health Child 
protection

Mental 
health

DFV Multicultural 
settlement

Housing Disability Media and 
technology

Multi-
system

Other 

Note: “Other” includes people who use alcohol and other 
drugs, and youth services.

How to read an evidence and gap map 

Evidence and gap maps are structured like a grid, with each intersecting point 
representing papers that study the phenomena at the horizontal and vertical axes. The bubbles 
represent the number of papers, so that the size increases with the number of papers. Likewise, if there 
are no bubbles, this indicates a dearth of evidence or a “gap” in knowledge.
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Snapshot of our research: A closer look at our research highlights … 

	• Accurately identifying the “person most in need of protection” in domestic and family violence law 
(2020)

	• The PATRICIA Project: Pathways And Research In Collaborative Inter-Agency working (2017)

	• Pathways to intimate partner homicide (2022)

	• Transforming responses to intimate partner and sexual violence: Listening to the voices of victims, 
perpetrators and services (2022)

	• Constructions of complex trauma and implications for women’s wellbeing and safety from violence 
(2020)
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https://www.anrows.org.au/project/accurately-identifying-the-person-most-in-need-of-protection-in-domestic-and-family-violence-law/
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The National Community Attitudes towards 
Violence against Women Surveys (NCAS)

In addition to ANROWS’s published research, 
ANROWS has conducted two National Community 
Attitudes towards Violence against Women Surveys 
(NCAS) over the last five years – the first in 2017 
and then again in 2021, with large, representative 
samples of the Australian population. The NCAS 
is the longest-running, population-level survey 
of community attitudes towards violence against 
women in the world. The NCAS tells us how people 
understand violence against women, their attitudes 
towards it, and if there has been a change over 
time. It also gauges attitudes to gender inequality 
and people’s preparedness to intervene when 
witnessing abuse or disrespect towards women. 
The NCAS builds the evidence base by highlighting 
opportunities across the primary prevention, early 
intervention, response, and recovery and healing 
continuum to contribute to ending violence against 
women and children by addressing attitudes and 
building a culture that supports safety, respect and 
equality for all Australians. 

Snapshot of NCAS highlights: What did the 
NCAS tell us?

The 2021 NCAS results revealed that Australians’ 

understanding and attitudes regarding violence 

against women and gender inequality are slowly 

improving over time, but further progress is 

needed. In particular, the NCAS identified the 

following gaps in understanding and areas where 

attitudes could be further improved:

	• People’s understanding of the non-physical 

forms of violence, coercive control and the 

gendered nature of domestic violence. 

	• Attitudes that mistrust women’s reports of 

violence, that objectify women and disregard 

the need for consent, and that minimise the 

seriousness of violence and shift blame from 

people who use DFSV to victim-survivors.

Building on what we know

It takes time to build a quality evidence base that 
can effectively help to shape the discourse around 
violence against women and children. Yet our task 
is urgent.  

As a relatively young organisation, ANROWS’s 
contribution to the evidence base to end violence 
against women and children has been significant. 
While there was some progress made under the 
inaugural National Plan, there is much more work 
to be done if we are to achieve the goal of the second 
National Plan: to end violence against women and 
children in one generation. The breadth of the task 
means that we cannot do this in isolation. ANROWS 
is part of a broader system of organisations, 
services and communities across Australia working 
together to achieve this overarching goal. The 
deep complexity and multiple, intersecting layers 
of domestic, family and sexual violence (DFSV) 
requires us to draw on knowledge from each other, 
share learnings and strengthen our partnerships 
so that we can progress in this critical work 
together. We will draw upon our learnings from the 
last 10 years to inform where we need to focus our 
efforts and how we go about doing it. 

Australians’ attitudes to violence 
against women and gender equality

Findings from the 2017 National Community Attitudes towards 
Violence against Women Survey (NCAS)

In partnership with:
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Looking forward

We create … 

We create and facilitate high-quality, targeted 
research by ensuring our research is culturally safe 
and applies an intersectional lens. We reflect upon 
our own privilege and recognise that race, gender, 
class, disability and intersecting forms of oppression 
compound the impact of violence against women 
and children. We are deeply committed to our 
work as the leading national voice that sets the 
Australian National Research Agenda (ANRA) and 
recognise that research must be undertaken in a 
way that amplifies community voices to maximise 
impact. These guiding principles drove research 
that aided in the recognition of children as victim-
survivors of domestic and family violence in their 
own right, also reflected in the current National 
Plan 2022–2032. 

ANROWS has clear responsibility under the 
National Plan as a key actor in building the evidence 
base to end violence against women and children 
in one generation. We strive to inform policy, 
practice design and legislative change by building, 
translating and sharing the evidence base in 
relation to violence against women and children. 

This last financial year, we also embarked upon a 
new five-year strategic plan that sets out how we 
will fulfil our responsibility of building the evidence 
base. Our strategy recognises that we must be 
innovative and creative in our plan to get there. 

In delivering the 2022–2027 ANROWS strategic 
plan, we aspire to the following outcomes: 

	• Research and evaluation in Australia focusing on 
priority areas to drive change.

	• Policy and practice design decisions informed 
by high-quality evidence that is relevant and 
focused on equity.

	• ANROWS internationally recognised as the 
authoritative voice driving the conversation for 
change.

The strategic plan also sets out our priorities for 
working towards those outcomes: 
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We connect …

We extend the reach of our work by building on our 
stakeholder relationships and connecting in more 
impactful ways. Using an intersectional approach, 
we improve engagement with and between 
governments, non-government organisations, 
businesses and communities and value the diverse 
views across the sector. We connect and collaborate 
with integrity and compassion and aim for an 
expansion that connects international networks. 
We develop and foster collaborative partnerships 
as part of our mission to build the evidence to 
end violence against women and children. One 
such partnership is between ANROWS and the 
Australian Domestic and Family Violence Death 
Review Network, which allows us to collaborate 
across jurisdictions to produce national datasets, 
findings and reports that focus on domestic and 
family violence deaths.

We inform … 

We cultivate deep relationships with critical 
stakeholders and engage with them at the right time 
using tailored communications, targeted evidence 

and tools to inform policies and practice design. 
We understand our role to inform is intrinsically 
tied to ensuring our evidence base is translated 
effectively so it is used to improve policy, legislation 
and practice design. The ANROWS Evidence Portal 
has been developed to provide our stakeholders 
with a trusted shortcut to finding quality evidence 
and identifying gaps in existing research. We 
inform stakeholders by bringing together, in one 
accessible place, research evaluations that have 
been conducted on interventions to determine 
their impact. 

We influence …

We influence and drive change by having a deep 
understanding of the domestic, family and sexual 
violence landscape, who critical stakeholders are 
and how to use the evidence base. We provide 
opportunities for others to draw on ANROWS’s 
priorities for developing research so that national 
conversations are led by the evidence. We initiate 
and participate in key conversations, public debates 
and on mediums where our voice will have the 
greatest impact to effectively share our evidence 
and inform the actions of policymakers and 
practitioners and mobilise the wider community. 
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2022–23: How did we 
contribute to the evidence 
base this year?

focus groups with 
victim-survivors to learn 
where there are gaps in 
research, as well as promising 
areas of research; and

5
commenced work on the development of the 2023–2028 ANRA. 

co-design workshops 
with victim-survivors, 
DFSV service providers 
and practitioners, DFSV 
academics and researchers, 
and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders. 

2

�is involved 

Continued 
work on

Continued 
work on

projects within ANROWS’s 
2021–2024 Sexual Harassment 
Research Program. �e 
projects in the program 
will help build the evidence 
base on workplace sexual 
harassment. �e projects 
will examine the nature, 
impacts and appropriateness 
of existing responses to 
sexual harassment; the 
risk and protective factors 
associated with workplace 
sexual harassment; and the 
e�ectiveness of existing 
strategies for prevention and 
response.

5

Published

research reports19
additional resources 
published to support 
knowledge translation.37

with

multi-year 
evaluation projects.2
evaluation 
projects; and5

Commenced

evaluation projects.4
completed

In 2022–23, ANROWS … 
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webinars, watched by 2,225 viewers.5
Held

Counted

people who accessed the ANROWS website.127,851

Counted

downloads of ANROWS research reports and resources.60,832

evidence and gap maps; and4
Developed

geographical maps in the Evidence Portal.2

submissions to a�ect policy and law reform. 21
Completed

Why are research agendas important?

Research agendas identify gaps in research of a particular area and set the areas where 
research is needed as a priority. Research agendas help us to coordinate and focus 
research efforts and investments to make better use of the limited resources available. 
They are born out of an evidence-based approach, driven by principles of efficiency and 
effectiveness, and are a key part of informing how to conduct and organise research. 
Evidence is key to informing policy, practice design and legislative change.
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National Community Attitudes towards 
Violence against Women Survey (NCAS) 2021

The findings from the 2021 NCAS are drawn from 
interviews with a representative sample of 19,100 
Australians 16 years of age or over. This was 
ANROWS’s second time undertaking the NCAS, and 
work has already commenced on the 2025 NCAS. 

Attitudes matter: The 2021 National Community 
Attitudes towards Violence against Women Survey 
(NCAS), Findings for Australia was released on 
29  March 2023 and marked ANROWS’s first time 
launching a research project in Parliament. The 
NCAS was officially launched by the Hon. Amanda 
Rishworth Minister for Social Services and the 
Hon. Justine Elliot Assistant Minister for Social 
Services and for the Prevention of Family Violence. 
Launching with Ministers was another first for 
ANROWS. ANROWS was proud to stand alongside 
Rosie Batty, Chanel Contos, Jayke Burgess and Lula 
Dembele, who also spoke at the launch. 

Attitudes matter: The 2021 National Community 
Attitudes towards Violence against Women Survey 
(NCAS), Findings for Australian states and territories 
was officially launched in Melbourne by Hon. Ros 
Spence, Minister for the Prevention of Family 
Violence, and survivor advocate Conor Pall. Our 
CEO, Padma Raman, facilitated a panel discussion 
with our NCAS Manager, Nicole Weeks, and invited 
Patty Kinnersley (CEO, Our Watch) and Emily 
Maguire (CEO, Respect Victoria) to speak.

Since launch day, 11,067 people have accessed our 
NCAS microsite to learn more about how Australian 
attitudes matter. 

key stakeholders were invited 
to ANROWS’s pre-launch 
stakeholder brie�ngs, including 
Our Watch. 3
�ndings from the NCAS are
already informing our submissions
to in�uence legislation and policy
across Australia.4

brilliantly summarised chat of 
an extremely long and valuable 
report. It was awesome to hear 
from [the] different fields of 
each panellist and how the 
report impacts and informs 
their focused community work. 
– NCAS webinar attendee

”
“
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Quick Guide to the  
2021 National Community 
Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS)

guide1
fact sheets3
motion graphics11
infographics13
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Understanding and rejection 
of gendered violence and 
inequality over time, each 
jurisdiction and Australia
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Our journey
	• Investigating the mental health of children exposed 

to domestic and family violence through the use of 
linked police and health records

	• Adolescent family violence in Australia: A national 
study of prevalence, use of and exposure to violence, 
and support needs for young people 

	• Adverse childhood experiences and the 
intergenerational transmission of domestic and 
family violence in young people who engage in 
harmful sexual behaviour and violence against 
women 

	• Building a framework to prevent and respond to 
young people with disability who use violence at 
home 

	• Connecting the dots: Understanding the DFV 
experiences of children and young people with 
disability within and across sectors 

	• Service system responses and culturally designed 
practice frameworks to address needs of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children exposed to 
domestic and family violence

	• WRAP around families experiencing adolescent 
violence in the home (AVITH): Towards a 
collaborative service response

	• Analysis of linked longitudinal administrative data 
on child protection involvement for NSW families 
with domestic and family violence, drug and 
alcohol issues and mental health issues (due for 
publication late 2023) 

Using priority research areas to address 
evidence gaps: Focusing on children and 
young people

ANROWS is tasked through its constitution 
with developing, maintaining and updating an 
Australian research agenda. ANROWS delivers this 
by way of the Australian National Research Agenda 
(ANRA). The most recent ANRA spanned 2020–2022 
and provided a framework for, and guidance on, 
priority areas of research and research topics for 
academics, researchers, research funding bodies 
and governments across Australia. The aim of the 
ANRA is to encourage the production of evidence 
needed for national policy and systems-level 
practice design in ending violence against women 
and children. The ANRA 2020–2022 was developed 
by reviewing the national and international 
literature  to map evidence gaps, and through 
consultations with policy developers, subject 
matter experts, practice leaders and service 
designers.

Drawing on the ANRA 2020–2022, ANROWS used 
the priority topics to guide our research grants. 
The first priority topic identified for a grants round 
was Children and Young People. In 2020, 8 projects 
were commissioned:

”
“ “

We found the team to be  
supportive, creative,  
accommodating and helpful in 
relation to ensuring the project  
was meaningful within  
deliverable timeframes.

… [we] learnt a lot through 
that [ethics] process on how 
to engage children and young 
people as research participants 
in a safe and ethical way.

”
“ The ANROWS project provided 

the opportunity to develop and/
or strengthen connections to 
outside agencies.

”27 Annual Report 2022–23

Our journey
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https://www.anrows.org.au/project/adverse-childhood-experiences-and-the-intergenerational-transmission-of-domestic-and-family-violence-in-young-people-who-engage-in-harmful-sexual-behaviour-and-violence-against-women/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/adverse-childhood-experiences-and-the-intergenerational-transmission-of-domestic-and-family-violence-in-young-people-who-engage-in-harmful-sexual-behaviour-and-violence-against-women/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/building-a-framework-to-prevent-and-respond-to-young-people-with-disability-who-use-violence-at-home/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/building-a-framework-to-prevent-and-respond-to-young-people-with-disability-who-use-violence-at-home/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/building-a-framework-to-prevent-and-respond-to-young-people-with-disability-who-use-violence-at-home/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/connecting-the-dots-understanding-the-dfv-experiences-of-children-and-young-people-with-disability-within-and-across-sectors/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/connecting-the-dots-understanding-the-dfv-experiences-of-children-and-young-people-with-disability-within-and-across-sectors/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/connecting-the-dots-understanding-the-dfv-experiences-of-children-and-young-people-with-disability-within-and-across-sectors/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/service-system-responses-and-culturally-designed-practice-frameworks-to-address-the-needs-of-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-exposed-to-domestic-and-family-violence/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/service-system-responses-and-culturally-designed-practice-frameworks-to-address-the-needs-of-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-exposed-to-domestic-and-family-violence/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/service-system-responses-and-culturally-designed-practice-frameworks-to-address-the-needs-of-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-exposed-to-domestic-and-family-violence/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/service-system-responses-and-culturally-designed-practice-frameworks-to-address-the-needs-of-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-exposed-to-domestic-and-family-violence/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/wrap-around-families-experiencing-adolescent-violence-in-the-home-avith-towards-a-collaborative-service-response/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/wrap-around-families-experiencing-adolescent-violence-in-the-home-avith-towards-a-collaborative-service-response/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/wrap-around-families-experiencing-adolescent-violence-in-the-home-avith-towards-a-collaborative-service-response/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/analysis-of-linked-longitudinal-administrative-data-on-child-protection-involvement-for-nsw-families-with-domestic-and-family-violence-drug-and-alcohol-issues-and-mental-health-issues/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/analysis-of-linked-longitudinal-administrative-data-on-child-protection-involvement-for-nsw-families-with-domestic-and-family-violence-drug-and-alcohol-issues-and-mental-health-issues/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/analysis-of-linked-longitudinal-administrative-data-on-child-protection-involvement-for-nsw-families-with-domestic-and-family-violence-drug-and-alcohol-issues-and-mental-health-issues/
https://www.anrows.org.au/project/analysis-of-linked-longitudinal-administrative-data-on-child-protection-involvement-for-nsw-families-with-domestic-and-family-violence-drug-and-alcohol-issues-and-mental-health-issues/


commissioned 8 research 
projects focused on children 
and young people

fostered community participation and 
funded Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander researchers to train co-researchers 
using Indigenous methodology

informed 10 submissions to 
in�uence legislation, policy 

and practice across Australia, 
relevant to children and 

young people

A key learning has been 
the importance of involving 

community researchers who have 
not only led the research within 

their [own] communities, but they 
too have provided a signi�cant 
contribution to the knowledge 
creation, wisdom and insights 

that our papers contain.

informed 3 policy and 
practice briefs and 
2 practice frameworks 
relating to children and 
young people

provided expert evidence to the 
Commission of Inquiry into 
the Tasmanian Government’s 
responses to child sexual abuse in 
institutional settings

registered 21 research 
projects in the ANROWS 
Register of Active 
Research (RAR) with a 
focus on children and 
young people

held education sessions with 
a Perth-based Aboriginal 
Community-Controlled Organisation 
(ACCO) and shared learnings about 
best practice with children and young 
people

held a workshop 
in Melbourne with 
practitioners to enhance 
practice with children 
and young people

presented at the 
Saints Care webinar 
for practitioners in 
Western Sydney

provided evidence that led to additional 
funding in NSW for specialist workers for 
children and young people in 2022/2023

in�uenced the shi� to recognising 
children as experiencing violence in 
their own right and cited in the National 
Plan to End Violence against Women and 
Children 2022–2032

received PeakCare’s �e WOKE 
Award 2022, for collaboration in 
producing New Ways for Our Families 
and its in�uence in achieving improved 
outcomes for Queensland children, 
young people, parents and families, 
alongside the Queensland Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Child 
Protection Peak (QATSICPP) and the 
Institute of Child Protection Studies, 
Australian Catholic University

”

“ Too o�en, research focuses on our 
urban locations, and we believed it 
was important to gain insights and 
elevate the voices of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities. 

We believe that by having these 
voices our research is richer.

”

“

This was the research journey …

Under the direction of the ANRA 2020–2022, ANROWS focused 
their efforts on children and young people. ANROWS …  

With the release of the National Plan to End Violence 
against Women and Children 2022–2032, Australia 
saw, for the first time, the recognition of children’s 
experiences of violence in their own right. As 
such, recognising children and young people as 
victim-survivors in their own right will continue to 
be a priority area within the Australian National 
Research Agenda 2023–2028 (ANRA).  ANROWS will 

continue to look for the gaps in evidence relating 
to violence against children and young people. 
For example, the ANROWS Evidence Portal has 
identified a gap around adolescent violence in the 
home (AVITH) research, particularly as it relates 
to responding to the experiences of children and 
young people.
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 Collaboration

This last year, ANROWS has been strengthening 
our relationships with stakeholders across the 
sector to improve how we create, connect, inform 
and influence through the evidence base to end 
violence against women and children. 

Some notable partnerships and collaborations over 
the past year include the following …

Building international relationships

ANROWS has entered into a four-year partnership 
with UNFPA Asia-Pacific Regional Office to work 
together on agreed priorities relating to gender-
based violence measurement and prevention over 
three years (2022–2025). The partnership seeks 
to enable an exchange of knowledge, connections 
and expertise between ANROWS and UNFPA in 
the region in areas of research and knowledge 
translation and exchange. It builds on several 
years of existing collaboration with UNFPA and the 
University of Melbourne under the kNOwVAWdata 
initiative which seeks to address the gap in reliable 
and comparable violence against women (VAW) 
prevalence data across Asia and the Pacific.

Building relationships with practitioners

The Domestic and Family Violence Death Review 
team has been strengthening the relationship with 
practitioners in the DFSV field by seeking their 
reflections on the findings of a filicide project. 
This growing relationship has also strengthened 
knowledge translation and exchange opportunities, 
incorporating the reflections and understandings 
from valued practitioners into the research. 

“

”

It has been a great learning partnership 
and pleasure to work with the ANROWS 
team across multiple projects, especially 
in the critical area of embedding lived 
experience beyond being research 
participants or subjects of research towards 
co-production and co-research with 
victim-survivors of DFSV. An absolute 
highlight was being able to facilitate a panel 
discussion with lived experience leaders 
highlighting Lisa Wheildon’s research 
on survivor advocacy and working with 
peers to influence the development of the 
Australian National Research Agenda 
– giving real meaning to centring victim-
survivors’ voices. I want to acknowledge 
and credit ANROWS’s leadership and 
people with walking the talk, reflectively 
looking at their own practice, making 
change and valuing lived expertise in their 
ways of working. 

– Lula Dembele, survivor-advocate
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Building relationships with experts in the field

The Evidence Portal team worked closely with 
systematic review experts affiliated with The 
Campbell Collaboration, Queensland University 
of Technology and Griffith University to develop 
two high-quality and rigorous tools for use in the 
project. This partnership resulted in the successful 
delivery of the ANROWS Instrument for assessing 
Risk of bias in quantitative Impact Studies 
(ANROWS-IRIS), a robust risk of bias tool for critically 
appraising studies found within the Evidence 
Portal. It also resulted in the successful delivery 
of an effectiveness estimate tool for assessing the 
impact of interventions in an accessible format 
and language. The partnership strengthened 
the methodological rigour of these tools and the 
Evidence Portal more generally.

Building relationships with First Nations 
communities in South Australia

The ANROWS evaluation team commenced work 
with the South Australian Office for Women and 
eight DFSV services in South Australia in late 2022. 
Collectively, we are evaluating four partnership 
models addressing violence against First Nations 
women (through Aboriginal Community-Controlled 
Organisations), early intervention and recovery 
for victim-survivors and men who use violence. 
Taking a developmental approach, ANROWS is 
supporting the services to collect and reflect 
upon data together in reflection cycles across the 
implementation period. The evaluation will be 

ANROWS is our go to for 
contemporary research to enhance 
our conversations with the 
workforce. 

– Rona Scherer,
WorkUP Queensland

“
”

important in generating an evidence base for the 
Commonwealth and South Australian Governments 
across new service delivery approaches and to 
capture learnings for future program development 
and funding.

Building relationships with the Queensland 
workforce 

Our partnership with the Healing Foundation, 
to provide capacity and capability building to 
the domestic and family violence, sexual assault 
and women's health and wellbeing workforces in 
Queensland through WorkUP Queensland, has 
continued throughout the last financial year with 
several practice resources and webinars produced 
collectively.
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Our ways of 
working
ANROWS is committed to acknowledging and 
working with the deep complexity of ending 
violence against women and children. We recognise 
that we must let go of any assumptions that there 
is simplicity in answering how, as a country, we 
achieve this. We strive to connect across sectors, 
jurisdictions, communities and cultures to learn 
how we can best work with each other and attend 
to the courage, resilience, strength and knowledge 
that exists. 

Snapshot 1
First Nations Research Group

The First Nations Research Group has been 
developed to strengthen the partnership 
between ANROWS and First Nations 
researchers, with the aim of building 
meaningful and robust relationships. 

ANROWS aims to listen and hear what is 
working well and where we still have work 
to do, to aid us in reflecting upon our own 
privilege and power to amplify voices, achieve 
equity and address power imbalances. 
There have been two enriching meetings 
and some steps have been made, including 
the endorsement of the Yes vote and a 
commitment to reflective practice. ANROWS’s 
further work with First Nations research is 
supported through key documents such as 
the ANRA and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Action Plan 2023–2025. 

It is not just the research 
we do, but the way we do 
it that matters.“ ”
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Snapshot 2
The Australian National Research 
Agenda 2023–2028 (ANRA) 

In 2022–23, ANROWS embarked on the 
development of the new and updated ANRA. 
To do this, ANROWS implemented a co-design 
method with co-leads Lula Dembele, survivor 
advocate, and Dr. Jane Lloyd, ANROWS. In 
developing the ANRA, it became clear that it is 
not just the research we do that matters – but 
also how we do this research. While ANROWS 
is conscious of how we connect and work with 
the sector, victim-survivors, communities and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
we have also identified areas where we can 
improve the way we work as well as guide the 
sector in how DFSV research is undertaken. 

Recognising that ways of working are as 
important as the work itself, the ANRA for 
2023–2028 has two objectives:

• to identify where knowledge needs to be

created to end violence against women

and children

• to identify how knowledge ought to be

created to ensure we are inclusive, person

centred and action oriented.

ANROWS wanted to ensure that the voices of 
those with lived experiences of violence as well 
as DFSV service providers and practitioners 
were embedded in the project. To ensure this, 
we were required to firstly reflexively explore 
where investments in research have been 
made and what evaluations of interventions 
have been undertaken in Australia. This 
analysis informed our understanding for 
focus groups with victim-survivors to learn 
from those with lived experience and find out 
whether the identified gaps resonate with 
them and where other research gaps may be.

Two co-design workshops were held with 
victim-survivors, DFSV researchers and DFSV 
practitioners and service providers to develop 
priority areas for future research as well as 
informed approaches to DFVS research and 
ways of knowing.

Snapshot 3
The Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Death Review Network
ANROWS’s partnership with the Australian 
Domestic and Family Violence Death 
Review Network (the Network) aims to 
produce a nationally-informed and holistic 
understanding of the characteristics of and 
contexts within which domestic and family 
violence-related deaths occur. As the only 
non-government, research organisation 
working with the Network, ANROWS is 
committed to building a meaningful and 
collaborative partnership with the Network, 
which recognises the nuances of these 
complexities and brings to the forefront an 
intersectional approach to understanding the 
lives of the women, children and men who 
were killed. 

In late 2022, the ANROWS Death Review 
team travelled to, or attended, each State 
and Territory Domestic and Family Violence 
Death Review mechanism across Australia, to 
collect and code data for the current filicide 
project, to listen and learn about each of 
the mechanism’s unique contexts and to 
collectively draw on knowledge and share 
expertise. ANROWS strives to ensure there 
is equity in our focus across Australia, and to 
add value to the research and ways of knowing 
across all jurisdictions where it is needed.

We recognise how crucial it is for us to be 
curious and consider:
• What is important to each jurisdiction?
• What are the strengths in the knowledge and

skills of that jurisdiction?
• What is working well that enables reflection

and learning?
• Where are the gaps or limitations?
• How can ANROWS best add value to the

relationships, research and data collection?

The partnership has developed into a program 
of research approach, which will consist 
of a range of projects, each decided upon 
collectively by ANROWS and the Network. The 
ANROWS Death Review team attended the 
European Conference on Domestic Violence 
in Iceland in September 2023.
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Understanding our work 
alongside the National Plan
Looking ahead, ANROWS is seeking to better 
understand our progress alongside the National 
Plan. What does it look like to be transparent about 
our work? Who else can we work with to understand 
where we need to progress further? Where else can 
we add value and build the evidence? Who can we 
partner with to progress the work of the sector? 
Our focus for the next year will be to work with 
others so we can learn how to measure our own 
efforts as well as those of the sector.

Work has commenced with ANROWS partnering 
with the DFSV Commissioner. A roundtable, 
Measuring the Impact of the National Plan to End 
Violence against Women and Children, was jointly 
hosted in September inviting multiple valued 
stakeholders across the sector. Measurement is 
not just about targets and indicators; it is about 

Prevention

Early 
intervention

Response

Recovery

collaboration and the whole sector contributing to 
the work required to end violence against women 
and children. 

The diagram below demonstrates ANROWS’s 
intersectional approach to the four domains of 
the National Plan: prevention, early intervention, 
response and recovery. This is how we understand 
our work and how we are going to measure 
our progress. The National Plan domains must 
intersect; we cannot understand one without the 
other. If we seek to have an intersectional impact, 
our way of working must also be intersectional. 
The domains are multi-faceted and multi-layered, 
and when they are all working together and all 
actors are playing their part, achieving the goal of 
ending violence against women and children in one 
generation is within our grasp.
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