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Definitions  

A note on terminology 

Sexual violence 

Intimate partner sexual violence 

Consent 

Question 1A: What, if any, elements should be added to the Northern 
Territory definition of consent in the context of sexual assault?  

The role of affirmative consent models 



The affirmative consent model addresses victim-blaming narratives 

• 

• 

• 

• 



The affirmative consent model could support community understanding of 
ongoing consent 

Opportunities for affirmative consent in the Northern Territory 

• 

• 

• 

• 



Criminalisation of “stealthing” 

Remove references to “gross indecency” 

Amendments to jury directions 



Question 1B: Is the current definition of “harm” in the Northern 
Territory legislation sufficient? If not, how should it be changed? 

Expand the circumstances in which a person does not consent and the definition 
of harm 



State of mind of the accused 

Question 2A: Should the law provide that a person is reckless as to 
whether the other person consents to sexual activity if the person 
does not take any steps to ascertain whether the other person 
consents to engage in the sexual activity? 

Question 2B: Should the law provide that for an accused person to 
raise a defence of mistaken belief that the other person was 
consenting to sexual activity, the accused person’s belief must be not 
only honest but also reasonable? 



Intoxication 

Question 3A: Is the current law in relation to self-induced 
intoxication adequate? 

Question 3B: What should the law provide, if anything, about how 
self-induced intoxication may be taken into account when deciding 
whether a person acted under a mistaken belief that the other person 
was consenting? 

Question 3C: What should the law provide, if anything, about how 
self-induced intoxication may be taken into account when deciding 
whether a person was reckless as to the lack of consent of the other 
person? 

Jury directions  

Question 4: Should, and if so, how should jury directions in a sexual 
assault matter be modified to: 

a. promote a trauma-informed approach by the jury; 

b. steer the jury away from reliance on myths and stereotypes 
about sexual assault; and 

c. ensure the accused receives a fair trial? 

Jury directions to address misconceptions around consent and sexual violence 



Jury directions to address misconceptions about reporting 

Jury directions to challenge the “stranger rape” myth 



Increasing awareness of the impact of trauma on victims’ and survivors’ 
presentation 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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